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"Trust me." Someone says this to us, especially if that person is in government,
and we reflexively reach for our wallet or purse. Every time Lucy convinced
Charlie Brown that she would hold the football for him to kick, he ended up on
his back, wondering why he fell for her "trust me" baloney. If ever there was a
phrase in a conversation that signaled us to beware, this would be it. I don't
think this is because we have all become cynical, it's just that people have
deliberately betrayed our trust too often, and we are on our guard. We are tired of
being played for chumps. Deliberate abuse of our need to have people and
institutions we can trust is, sadly, widespread. There is plenty of evidence to
confirm that we need always be on guard. Give trust too freely, and you too often
might regret it.
Mayor David L. Brummel

And yet, the ability to trust and to be trusted is at the foundation of every
davidbrummel@warrenville.il.us
relationship. If you find that you can trust in someone or something, it opens all
the doors to positive outcomes that would never open otherwise. Without some level of trust, very little can be
accomplished in our personal lives or in the community. Cynicism about our institutions engenders the belief that it
doesn't matter who is in charge because everyone is on the take.
With these thoughts in mind, it was of great interest that I read an article posted October 14th on the Facebook
page of the International City/County Management Association (ICMA) by Justin McCarthy, that cited the results of a
recent Gallop Governance poll, which found that a healthy majority of Americans trust their local government. The
poll showed that 72% of adults say they have significant trust in their local government, a figure that has varied
only a couple of percentage points over the past two decades.
Cont. on Page 4

CITY HALL AND POLICE
DEPARTMENT LOBBY
CLOSED
In observance of the Thanksgiving
holiday, City Hall offices, and the
Police Department Front Desk and
Records Division will be closed on
Thursday, November 22, and Friday,
November 23.
For emergency assistance, please
use the red phone located in the
Police Department vestibule, or call
9-1-1.

VETERANS DAY CEREMONY
Veterans Day honors people who have served in the U.S. Armed Forces. It is a
federal holiday observed on November 11, also marking the anniversary of
the end of World War I. In fact, major hostilities of World War I were formally
ended at the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month of 1918, when the
Armistice with Germany went into effect.
Join VFW Post 8081 Commander Dan Leonard, American Legion Post 589
Commander Vince Morello, Warrenville veterans, Mayor Brummel, and other
City officials at the
Warrenville Veterans
Memorial, located at the
intersection of Stafford
Place and Warren Avenue
on Sunday, November 11,
at 11:00 a.m. for a
ceremony to honor local
veterans.
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RESIDENTS ENCOURAGED TO PROPERLY
DISPOSE OF LEAVES THIS FALL
According to the DuPage County Stormwater Management website, autumn
leaves are often blown or swept into storm drains and waterways and become a
source of water pollution. Once they reach waterways, leaves decompose and
release phosphorous into the water, which can result in algae blooms and
decreased oxygen for fish.
However, water pollutants are not the only problem. Leaves can also build up
along curbs, gutters, and storm drains, which blocks stormwater runoff from
entering this drainage infrastructure, causing localized flooding during heavy
rains.
Residents can help to keep excess leaves out of storm sewers and waterways by
engaging in a number of activities:






Start a compost pile or add leaves to an existing one. Composted leaves and
other organic materials are excellent for fertilizing gardens in the summer.
It provides necessary nutrients and reduces the need for chemical
fertilizers.
Use a mulching mower to chop leaves into small pieces, which will
decompose directly on lawns. The leaf pieces can also be collected and
spread around flowerbeds and shrubs as mulch.
If composting leaves is not an option, visit the DuPage County website for
additional options. https://www.dupageco.org/OnlineRecyclingGuide/

More information and additional resources are available on the County website
at www.dupageco.org.
Select Departments>
Stormwater Management

WARRENVILLE INFO
Need a Notary?
There are several employees at City Hall and the
Police Department who are Notary Publics. This
service is free of charge. Documents must be
signed in front of the notary, and a photo ID is
required. Contact (630) 393-9427.
Clearing the Streets?
If you see a dead animal in the street, please
contact (630) 393-9050, to report its location for
removal.
Planning your Holiday Décor?
Be sure to check used light strings for brittle,
cracked, or other damage to the insulation before
you put them up. City Code restricts holiday lights
and accessory decorations to a period not to
exceed 90 days.
Snow Means Plows…
If your mailbox is damaged due to snow plowing,
please complete the Mailbox Damage Claim Form
available online at www.warrenville.il.us or call
(630) 393-9050 to request a form.

LANDSCAPE AND YARD WASTE
COLLECTION ENDS NOVEMBER 30TH
Yard waste collection ends on Friday, November 30th.
Leaves and grass cuttings must be contained in
either a 30-gallon biodegradable paper bag or a
standard 34-gallon garbage container. The 34-gallon
containers must clearly display a YARD WASTE ONLY
decal, which can be obtained from City Hall. Yard
waste collection will resume again on April 1, 2019.
Reminder: all containers and bags require refuse/
yard waste stickers.
Note: due to the Thanksgiving Day holiday, no
garbage or yard waste collection services will take
place on Thursday, November 22. The regularly
scheduled pickup will be delayed by one day. Friday
pickups will be made on Saturday.
For more information, contact Waste Management at
(800) 796-9696.

www.warrenville.il.us
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Municipal Aggregation
Program Update
ComEd recently released their new non-summer rate of 7.29¢,
which is BELOW the City’s aggregation program rate of 7.666¢.
Residents enrolled in the City’s aggregation program can return
to the lower ComEd rate at any time, with no early termination
fee, by calling Dynegy at (844) 351-7691. Be sure to have your
ComEd account number when you call.
Please note, that the City’s program includes 100% renewable
energy certificates, whereas the ComEd rate contains only
14.5%.
For more information about this unexpected change in the
ComEd Rate, please visit the Warrenville News section of the
City website.
(http://warrenville.il.us/CivicAlerts.aspx?AID=622)

EMPLOYEE
ANNIVERSARIES
Congratulations to the following employees who are celebrating
milestone anniversaries in November:
Doug Eageny
Facilities Supervisor – 10 years
Hometown Happenings recognizes employees celebrating
milestone 5, 10, 15, 20 or more years of employment.

DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME ENDS
Daylight saving time ends on Sunday, November 4th, at
2:00 a.m.
Before going to bed on Saturday, November 3rd, remember to
‘fall back’ by setting your clocks back one hour.

ELECTION DAY IS TUESDAY
NOVEMBER 6
Do you know what you will be voting for at the upcoming
election? Be informed before you head to the polls. Visit the
Election Commission website to view a sample ballot, check
Voter Registration status, find your polling place, vote-bymail-ballot status, and provisional-ballot status. You can
also find contact information for your representatives.
Registered voters may only vote in their home precinct on
Election Day.
Residents who are not registered to vote may register and
cast a ballot on Election Day under same-day registration and
voting. You can only register and vote at your local precinct in
DuPage County.
Those who wish to register on Election Day must present two
qualifying forms of ID.
To verify your home precinct, contact the election authority:
DuPage Election Commission, 421 N
County Farm Road, Wheaton, IL 60187,
(630) 407-5600.

www.facebook.com/CityOfWarrenville
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MAYOR’S COLUMN CONTINUED
Interestingly, the same poll showed that 63% of adults nationwide trusted their state government, a figure close to the average of 64% for this
measure since 1972.
As part of local government for the past twenty-one years, I was heartened by these results. Especially here in Illinois, I can understand the
disparity between local and state government. Municipalities, at least in DuPage County, are generally fiscally responsible, while the state
continues to head toward a huge financial cliff.
I can think of a few reasons that local government is generally trusted, and why I hope there is a similar level of trust here in Warrenville. One,
we establish balanced budgets and live within them and, Warrenville has no bonded debt. Two, we take our responsibilities seriously by using
resources effectively to provide a safe, stable environment managed by competent, professional staff. Police presence, road maintenance,
snow plowing, safe drinking water, waste disposal, and many other small things that we take for granted, as well as considerable planning
efforts to help ensure a sustainable and desirable future , add to our quality of life. Finally, in local government, the elected officials are
accessible. Our contact information is readily available, we shop in the same local businesses as other citizens, and we don't have the distance
from those we serve that state officials have.
So, I'm guessing at this point that the cynic in you is suggesting that the Mayor is just trying to send the "trust me" message in a more subtle
form. Actually, I wish to convey a different message. While I think cynicism is counterproductive, I think healthy skepticism is always
appropriate. City officials need to know that you are watching and any important plan of action will have to follow established policy and
procedure, and will be the product of significant due diligence. While outcomes are rarely approved by 100% of the community, everything
should follow a clean, transparent, and thorough process to approval.
In addition, we all recognize that trust is earned by trustworthy conduct. I hope that when you look around your community, you see evidence
that your elected officials have gotten, and continue to get many things right, and that over the years, local officials have earned some level of
trust to make good decisions for Warrenville. We can be found pretty much every Monday night at 7 pm at City Hall doing the business of the
community. I urge you to find the time to come to a meeting at least one a year to see how business is conducted and stay afterward for a few
minutes to introduce yourselves. Send an email if you have a concern or question. When you see us out-and-about shopping, at church, or
whatever, do stop to chat. Repeated contact with you reminds us who we serve. And, it urges us to be trustworthy.

Ride DuPage Pilot Program
Quality of life for Warrenville residents is impacted by a variety of factors, one of them being access to transportation. It is especially important
for residents 65 and older, and residents with disabilities. In an ongoing effort to evaluate the services offered to these residents, the City will
be launching a one-year pilot program with Ride DuPage, beginning January 1, 2019. Ride DuPage offers transportation services to seniors, and
individuals with disabilities, age 16 and over. This pilot program is in partnership with the City of West Chicago and Winfield Township. The
City’s A.C.O.R.N. van program will continue to operate during this time. The purpose of running both programs simultaneously for the one-year
period is to gather data that will assist the City in determining the appropriate level of service and cost-effectiveness of the programs.
There are several benefits to the Ride DuPage program: the program is administered by Pace Suburban Bus, a transportation company, which
has provided transportation service for more than 30 years. The curb-to-curb service is offered twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week, including weekends and holidays. Riders can travel anywhere throughout DuPage County, for any reason, including personal visits, shopping
trips, medical appointments, or just getting to and from work.
Trips must be scheduled a minimum of 24 hours in advance, and may be scheduled as early as seven days ahead of time. Ride DuPage is a cash
-only service and the cost per ride is $2.00 plus $1.00 per mile (rounded to the nearest half mile). For example, a three-mile trip would cost the
rider $5.00 one-way.
Additional information about registering for the program will be published in the December newsletter, on the City’s website, and the Facebook page when it is available.
The City will be requesting periodic feedback from riders about both programs to assist
with information gathering and program evaluation.

www.warrenville.il.us

Environmental Advisory Commission

The Resource

Volume 11, Issue 2
Fall 2018

Skip the Straw
Single-use plastics, including straws, are used for a very short time. Plastic straws take around 200 years to
break down into many small pieces, but never biodegrade or fully disappear. Plastic straws not only pollute
landfills, but also can be found in oceans and harm marine life. According to a recent report by the market
research firm Fredonia Group, in 2017 Americans used about 390 million plastic straws every day. 1
What can be done to change this trend?





Request drinks without a straw.
Ask for an “opt-in” policy at restaurants.
Paper, compostable, and reusable straws are
available for those with disabilities or for drinks “to go”.
Spread the word and be aware of single-use plastic waste.

Submitted by EAC Commissioner Kathy Franke
Source: 1 https://get-green-now.com/environmental-impact-plastic-straws/

Image from: mercurynews.com

Styrofoam Recycling
Styrofoam recycling is available to the public at the Dart Container Corporation facility located at 310
Evergreen Drive, North Aurora, IL. The facility is open 24 hours a day, seven days a week. Collection area is
at the front entry. Please adhere to the following guidelines when using this facility.









Make sure the foam has the
symbol.
Please place foam in clear, sealed bags.
Place packaging foam and food service containers in separate bags.
Food service containers MUST be clean and rinsed.
No straws, lids, plastic wrap, or trash.
No packaging peanuts. UPS and FedEx no longer accept
#6 Plastic Peanuts because they do not use them anymore.
Some packaging peanuts are biodegradable, one way to test
that is dropping the peanuts in water. If they dissolve, then they
are biodegradable.
No foam insulation.

Call (630) 896-4631 to schedule large deliveries.
Go to www.dart.biz.com or call (800) 288-CARE for more information.

The Resource

City of Warrenville
28W701 Stafford Place
Warrenville IL 60555

Find us online at:
http://warrenville.il.us/
index.aspx?nid=316

“It shall be the intent and purpose of the Environmental Advisory Commission to support, encourage, and promote environmental
awareness and behavior in the city, and to conduct an annual Arbor Day activity in Warrenville.”

Plugging Into Solar Power
The City of Warrenville is committed to encouraging residents and businesses to reduce consumable energy
and protect our planet. The following information is provided to assist in the implementation of solar power
improvements in the City of Warrenville.
The City Council directed Community Development Department staff to allocate its time and direct its efforts
to prioritize the review and processing of building permits and development applications that are most likely
to result in the construction of solar installations in the City of Warrenville.
A typical rooftop solar energy system permit is generally issued within one week after the following required
permit application materials are submitted to the Community Development Department. NOTE: Systems not
mounted on a roof may take additional time due to extra reviews.
The following requirements apply:
A completed Building Permit application http://www.warrenville.il.us/DocumentCenter/View/9350
Electrical Contractor Registration application http://www.warrenville.il.us/DocumentCenter/View/9303
(not required for currently registered electricians).
 Professionally drawn site plan with the plan showing where panels will be located, with dimensions.
 Structural calculations signed and sealed by a licensed structural engineer that certifies the mounted
building wall or roof is structurally sound and will bear the weight of the photovoltaic panels.
 Provider or installer's photovoltaic system drawings and product documentation.
 Construction plans in compliance with the 2015 International Solar Energy Provisions Code.
Permit Fee: $74 for residential, standard photovoltaic system. Total fee is payable when permit issued.
Additional fees may be required for large-scale designs.
Required Inspections: Three inspections are typically required; (1) Rough Electric - before roof panels
installed, (2) Final Electric, and (3) Building Final - when installation is complete. To schedule inspections,
call 630-393-9050 one day before inspection requested. The contractor must be present.
Solar Power Resources:
Project Sunroof https://www.google.com/get/sunroof#p=0 Provides an estimated rooftop solar potential for
Warrenville roofs. Source: Project Sunroof data explorer (May 2018)
U.S. Department of Energy State and Local Energy Data https://apps1.eere.energy.gov/sled/#/
Provides comprehensive energy use and activity data to help plan and implement clean energy projects.
DSIRE Database for State Incentives for Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency http://www.dsireusa.org
Provides valuable information and incentives for renewable energy and energy efficiency.
Homeowners Solar Rights Act http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/fulltext.asp?
DocName=09600HB5429lv&SessionID=51&GA=96&DocTypeID=HB&DocNum=5429&print=true

Know your rights, even if you are in a homeowner association.
ComEd Solar Power Interconnection Information https://www.comed.com/SiteCollectionDocuments/SmartEnergy/
SolarInterconnectionBrochure.pdf Guide for interconnecting your solar power with ComEd supply.
Homeowner’s Guide to Going Solar https://www.energy.gov/eere/solar/homeowner-s-guide-going-solar
A resource guide with additional links from the U.S. Department of Energy.
Illinois Solar Energy Association (ISEA) Website https://www.illinoissolar.org/
Focuses on consumer protection for Illinois residents.
North American Board of Certified Energy Practitioners® http://www.nabcep.org/certified-installer-locator
Guide for locating certified installers.
Environmental Advisory Commission
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