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I know this will shock many of you, but there are so many City of Warrenville
questions that I do not know the answers to. It’s the truth.

Citizen: “Say, Mayor, I see a City crew digging up something along Curtis
Avenue. What is going on?”
Me: “I dunno. I’ll have to check and get back to you.”
Citizen: “Well, you’re the Mayor. I thought you knew everything.”
Ha! If only. Fortunately for me, I do know people who can answer pretty
much any City related query, which takes a lot of pressure off my brain’s
somewhat limited short and long term storage capacity. I know people who
know.

Mayor David L. Brummel
davidbrummel@warrenville.il.us

There are some questions specific to being a mayor that I get asked frequently and enjoy entertaining,
especially when I get to interact with school-age groups. One that pops up a lot is: “Do you like being
Mayor?” My answer to this has morphed over the years. Early in my tenure, I might have replied: “I think
so, but it’s hard to tell yet. It is all so overwhelming, and there is so much to learn.” A couple of terms in, I
would say something like: “Mostly, but I sure wish I didn’t have to wake up most every night at 3:00 a.m.
worrying about stuff that no one else even thinks about.” After 17 years wearing the title, I can now
confidently answer: “It depends when you ask me.” I hope that does not appear to be flippant or
dismissive. The degree of satisfaction can go from over-the-top to under-the-floor depending on what is
currently being experienced.
Continued on Page 4

NATIONAL NIGHT OUT
Join the fun on Tuesday, August 2, from 5:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.,
in Cerny Park! This annual event, which celebrates PoliceCommunity partnerships across the U.S., boasts of music, food,
face painting, K9 demonstrations, giveaways, and more!
Questions may be directed to Police non-emergency at (630)
393-2131, Monday - Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. See you
there!

CALL 8-1-1 BEFORE YOU DIG
Know what’s below! 8-1-1 is the national call-before-you-dig phone number.
Anyone planning to dig should call 8-1-1 or go to the state 811 center website:
www.illinois1call.com before digging to request that the approximate location
of buried utilities be marked with paint or flags to avoid unintentionally
digging into an underground utility line.
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IDEC ACKNOWLEDGES
WORLD HUMANITARIAN DAY
In August, the City recognizes World Humanitarian Day.
According to the United Nations, this day was designated in
memory of the August 19, 2003, bomb attack on the Canal Hotel
in Baghdad, Iraq, killing 22 people, including the chief
humanitarian in Iraq, Sergio Vieira de Mello. In 2009, the United
Nations General Assembly formalized the day as World
Humanitarian Day (WHD).
Each year, WHD focuses on a theme, bringing together partners
from across the humanitarian system to advocate for the
survival, well-being, and dignity of people affected by crises,
and for the safety and security of aid workers. This year, we
highlight the immediate human cost of the climate crisis by
pressuring world leaders to take meaningful climate action for
the world’s most vulnerable people.
For more information, please visit the United Nations webpage:
www.un.org/en/observances/humanitarian-day.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Mayor Brummel is accepting applications from residents to serve
on the City’s Plan Commission (PC). Applicants can submit a
Volunteer Application with resume via the City website at:
www.warrenville.il.us/FormCenter/City-Clerk-3/VolunteerApplication-61.
www.warrenville.il.us
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NATIONAL WATER QUALITY MONTH

BRUSH PICKUP RESUMES IN SEPTEMBER

National Water Quality Month is a reminder of the importance of Free brush pick-up resumes in September. If brush pickup is
protecting water sources, and is dedicated to making the most of needed due to storm damage, residents should call the Public
fresh water available to communities.
Works department at (630) 393-9050.
Without easy access to clean water, there would be no fountains to Regular Brush Pick Up Schedule
quench thirst on a hot day, no pools clean enough for recreational
Zone 1 - first Monday of April, May, September, and October
activities, and no more drinking straight from the tap. Daily life
Zone 2 - second Monday of April, May, September, and October
would be different and not for the better.
Below are things that individuals can do at home to protect and Zone 3 - third Monday of April, May, September, and October
maintain water quality. More information on protecting this Zone 4 - fourth Monday of April, May, September, and October
resource can be found at: www.NationalWaterQualitymonth.org.
To locate your zone, refer to the map on the City's webpage:
7 Things To Do at Home to Protect Water Quality
www.warrenville.il.us/418/Brush-Pickups---Wood-Chips. Brush
 Wash car at a car wash
piles must comply with the regulations listed on the webpage.
 Pick up pet waste
Brush is required to be set out by 7:00 a.m. on the designated
 Do not hose down the driveway, use a broom
Monday, but pickup may occur on a day later in that week.
 Do not use fertilizer made with phosphorus
Brush pickup is limited to branches from trimming and pruning
 Do not flush expired or unwanted medication down the toilet
trees, bushes, and shrubs not tree removal. Logs, root balls,
 Take used oil or antifreeze to a service station or recycling stumps, lumber, etc. will NOT be picked up. Brush piles that do
center
not comply with these standards will not be picked up.
 Use a rain barrel to collect rainwater

SUICIDE AND CRISIS LIFELINE THREE-DIGIT DIALING CODE
On July 16, a new three-digit “9-8-8” national dialing code began that connects callers to the 988
Suicide and Crisis Lifeline, formerly known as the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline. By dialing 98-8, callers who are in suicidal crisis or emotional distress are provided free and confidential
emotional support. This nationwide 24/7 network is made up of over 200 local crisis centers,
combining custom local care and resources with national standards and best practices. The
Lifeline and 988 website (www.988lifeline.org) includes informational resources on both getting
help and getting involved, along with learning tools for providers and professionals, and
promotional resources to help spread awareness and prevention. Links to this website and
additional helpful resources are available on the Police Department, Resources for the Public webpage at:
www.warrenville.il.us/703/Resources-for-the-Public, under the heading Find the Help you Need.
www.facebook.com/CityOfWarrenville
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Mayor’s Column Continued from Front Page

When I was a much younger man, I spent a couple of years as a carpenter, following my Dad into that trade. I vividly remember one
particular day being on the framing crew for Countryside Homes in St. Charles. I was the “cut man,” and my job was to make sure
everyone had what they needed as they worked to assemble the walls, making headers, cutting cripple rafters, etc. It was a
beautiful day, sunny, and in the 70’s. I was good at my job, and I liked the crew that I was working with. I remember pausing,
taking a deep breath, surveying the worksite, and thinking: “I wouldn’t trade this for anything in the world.” I couldn’t have been
more content.
There was another day the following winter that I remember a little differently. It was hovering around freezing, my Carhart
coveralls had me sweating, while my hands and feet were numb. We were building a two-story home with a walkout basement,
which put the top plates of the second story walls 30 feet or so in the air. I was helping to set the roof trusses, which were 33 feet
across and 13 feet high. They are placed on the top plates by crane in a bundle at one end of the house, and it was our job t o move
them, one by one, out into position and secure them in place. I was tasked with walking the three and a half inch wide top plate, on
the walk-out basement side, to accomplish this. Going out wasn’t too bad, because you had the truss to steady yourself. The return
trip to fetch another truss, however, involved walking the plate like a tight rope. This was before OSHA and safety harnesses. Oh,
did I mention that it was snowing and the plates were wet and icy? That was the day that the idea of cabinetmaking in a nice
warm shop gained considerable appeal.
Little did I know that I would be Mayor of my hometown someday. Do I like it? See above. I know that you can relate. Do you like
being a teacher? Barrista? Auto mechanic? Small business owner? Store clerk? Carpenter? Having children? Being married? (Wait.
Poor example. Clearly, the only correct answer here to avoid unnecessary drama is, “Yes. Of course.”).
“It depends on when you ask” is an incomplete answer, however. It doesn’t factor in the relative number of “cut man” days
compared to the number of “plate walker” days. Candidly, even factoring in the stress of the difficult days, there is nothing I would
rather do. I get to be part of a really great team dedicated to making a wonderful little community an even more wonderful little
community. So if you encounter me out-and-about in the coming days, do ask: “So, Mayor. Cut man or plate walker today?” My
most likely response would be: “It’s Warrenville. Cut man. Of course.”

SCHOOL ZONE LAWS FOR BACK-TO-SCHOOL TIME
Kids will be back to school this month, and School Zones will be in effect from 7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. on
school days when children are present. Additional information can be found on the Police Department
Patrol webpage at: www.warrenville.il.us/304/Patrol under the heading Driver’s Resources. For questions
or to speak to an on-duty supervisor, call the Police Department non-emergency number, (630) 393-2131.
 Cell phone use in School Zones is prohibited by State law: Exceptions apply to emergency situations

such as calling 9-1-1 for police, fire, or ambulance emergency assistance.
 Disobeying a crossing guard is a petty offense that requires a court appearance and carries a $150

fine (625 ILCS 5/11-203).
 Stopping for loading and unloading school buses: Drivers travelling in the same direction as a school

bus with its red lights flashing and stop arm extended are required to stop. Drivers on a four-lane
roadway travelling in the opposite direction are not required to stop. (625 ILCS 5/11-1414).
 Electronic handheld devices are prohibited at all times: The use of all electronic devices while driving, unless in a voice-

activated or hands-free mode, is prohibited. (625 ILCS 5/12-610.2). Any offense of this section is a moving violation, and can
count against a driver’s record. (625 ILCS 5/12-610.2)
(630) 836-3050

