CITY OF WARRENVILLE
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
REGULAR MEETING

Monday, January 11, 2021, at 7:00 p.m. at City Hall and Virtually
28W701 Stafford Place
MINUTES

A.

CALL TO ORDER

B.

ROLL CALL
Present:

Chairman Bill Weidner, Mayor David Brummel, Aldermen: Jay Anderson,

Stuart Aschauer, Clare Barry, Kathryn Davolos, Lea Goodman, Jeff
Krischel, and Bob Wilson.

Absent:

None

Also Present:

City Administrator John Coakley, Assistant City Administrator Cristina

White, Community and Economic Development Director Ron Mentzer,
Senior Planner Natalia Domovessova, Senior Accountant Leo Beltran, City

Clerk Emily Larson, Administrative Assistant Debra Swinden, Chief Code
Official Dale Engebretson, Building Inspector / Code Enforcement Officer

John Fjellander, and Executive Assistant / Deputy City Clerk Dawn
Grivetti.

Also Absent: None
C.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Chairman Weidner recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

D.

CITIZENS COMMENTS

No comments were provided.
E.

OFFICIALS AND STAFF COMMENTS
1. Acknowledgement of Community Development Department retirements

Community and Economic Development Director (CEDD) Mentzer acknowledged the
achievements

and retirement of Dale Engebretson, Chief Code Official, and John

Fjellander, Building Inspector / Code Enforcement Officer, who both retired from fulltime employment with the City of Warrenville at the end of 2020. Several members of

Council and staff thanked them for their commitment and service to the City.
2. Acknowledgement of Recognition of Excellence Award recipient
City Administrator (

CA) Coakley

and CEDD Mentzer

recognized

Community

Development Administrative Assistant Debra Swinden, as the recipient of the
Employee Recognition of Excellence Award for outstanding service to City residents

and staff. Chairman Weidner and other members of Council and staff thanked Ms.
Swinden for her hard work and dedication to the City of Warrenville, and Mayor

Brummel praised her friendliness, helpfulness, competence, and professionalism.
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BUSINESS OF MEETING
Agenda item 2. was discussed first followed by item 1.
1. Consideration of FY 2021 Warren Tavern funding amendment request

Senior Accountant ( SA) Beltran stated the Warren Tavern Preservationists are
requesting an amendment to their FY 2021 City grant funding, due to an unforeseen

foundation leak. He stated they are requesting to use $766 of the $920 painting budget,
to repair the leak.
Rich Volkmer, Chairman of the Warren Tavern Preservationists, discussed the needed

repair caused by a water leak in the building’ s foundation.
Chair Weidner stated the Committee could adjust the amount granted to
Preservationists to include the foundation repair. A consensus to support the additional

funding for repairs to the building without minimizing the original grant was reached.
ALDERMAN GOODMAN MOVED, seconded by Ald. Wilson, to recommend the
City Council accept the proposal to amend the Warren Tavern FY 2021 funding to

include the additional expense of $766 for foundation repair to the Warren Tavern.
ROLL CALL VOTE:
Aye: Alds: Krischel, Wilson, Anderson, Barry, Goodman, Davolos, Weidner, and
Aschauer

Nay:

None

MOTION ADOPTED

2. Consideration of Illinois Prairie Path ( IPP) request to include Founders Memorial
Display improvements

in the City Trailhead Project and share final design and

construction costs
Senior Planner ( SP) Domovessova stated that the Illinois Prairie Path Non- for-Profit

Corporation ( IPP) is requesting the inclusion of a Founders Memorial Display in the
Trailhead Project, and a cost sharing agreement with the City for half the cost of the

improvement. She added, a previous City Council endorsement in 2017, of what was
then referred to as the Heritage Display, allowed IPP to raise funds for the final design

and construction costs associated with this improvement, minimizing the final expense
to approximately $ 90,000.
SP Domovessova

stated, IPP is proposing to pay 50 percent of the cost of this

improvement, up to $ 50,000, with the remaining cost to be paid by the City or a
combination of City and grant funding. Under this arrangement, the City’ s share of the

final design, construction, and construction engineering costs for this project are
estimated to be $ 635, 000. She added, the project would be eligible for funding from

City-collected and reserved residential developer park contributions for open space and
recreation improvement projects.
There was discussion regarding the inclusion of recent landscaping expenses in the total

project cost, and clarification of the location of the display in the concept plan.
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IPP representatives thanked the Committee for endorsing the inclusion of the display

improvement to the trailhead path, and members of the Committee praised the IPP for
their efforts in raising funds and bringing historic awareness to the rails- to-trails

program. Chairman Weidner added the improvements to the project will be welcome
additions to the trailhead and the City and are consistent with the City’ s economic

development goals for the area.
ALDERMAN GOODMAN MOVED, seconded by Ald. Davolos, to recommend the
City Council include the IPP Founders Memorial Display Improvements in the City’ s

Trailhead Project and direct staff to work with the City Attorney to draft a 50/50 cost
sharing agreement between the City and IPP for the design and construction of these

improvements.
ROLL CALL VOTE:
Aye:

Ald.: Aschauer, Barry, Anderson, Davolos, Goodman, Krischel, Weidner, and

Wilson
Nay:

None

MOTION ADOPTED

3. Discussion of Draft FY 2022 Citywide Work Program

The draft FY 2022 Citywide work plan incorporating the changes discussed at the last
meeting was presented for further review. This item will continue to be presented at

Committee of the Whole meetings until the budget workshop in March, to provide the
Committee an opportunity to review the initiatives and provide feedback.
CA Coakley confirmed the items listed are projects for discussion to meet City Council

goals and strategic plans, and that the Council will have final approval of each project
before implementation.
There was further discussion regarding the expected completion dates for particular

items, and the progress of the “ Welcome to Warrenville” outreach program. CEDD
Mentzer

stated there is currently

no funding

allocated

for the “ Welcome

to

Warrenville” program. He further stated, regarding the Mack Road Bridge replacement
and trail improvement

project, the two items may need to be separated to more

accurately present the expected completion dates. He added, bridge inspection results
could also have an adverse effect on the project causing it to be accelerated and

completed ahead of the trail improvement project. In response to a question about the
April 2022 timing for the TIF repayment schedule, CA Coakley stated that the date was

incorrect and would be revised.
NO COMMITTEE ACTION WAS TAKEN NOR REQUESTED
4. Review and file Community Development Department FY 2021 Work Plan Update
The updated FY 2021 Community Development Department work plan was presented

for Committee review. CEDD Mentzer stated the recruitment of a stormwater

